


The Lodge of St. John No. 115
Constituted 5th September 1767

Fidelitas Moribus Unitas

January 2017

Dear Sir & Bro,

It gives me great pleasure to extend, on behalf of the Worshipful Master, Wardens, Officers and Brethren of 
the Lodge of St. John No. 115, a personal invitation to join us as we celebrate the 250th Anniversary of our 
lodge scheduled for May 2017.
 We have prepared an exciting programme of events to take place on three iconic and historically 
charged locations with particular significance to our lodge; St. Michael’s Cave, King’s Bastion and Grand 
Battery.
 The events will take place over three days beginning on Tuesday 23rd May, with a re-enactment play 
of the Lodge of St. John, then known as Artillery Lodge No. 181 (Ancients) at the spectacular St. Michael’s 
Cave. The following day we will be holding a VIP reception at Boyd’s in King’s Bastion, where the 2nd Batta-
lion distinguished itself during the Great Siege, crucially defeating the ‘unsinkable’ floating batteries. During 
the reception, Bro. Aaron Monteverde, a renowned pianist in his own right, will be entertaining the guests 
with a repertoire of Masonic music composed by himself for the very occasion of our 250th Anniversary.
  Finally a Celebratory Meeting followed by a Gala Dinner will be held on Thursday 24th May at Grand 
Battery House situated right on top of the main defensive artillery positions against any possible land attack, 
and which was also of huge strategic importance to the defence of the Garrison during the famous Great 
Siege.
  The Lodge of St. John is the oldest lodge not just in Gibraltar, but also the entire Iberian Peninsular 
and many lodges both in Spain and Portugal can trace its links back to this venerable lodge. We would the-
refore be privileged in sharing our 250th Anniversary celebrations not just with the members of the Lodge of 
St. John, but to all our Brethren within and without the District of Gibraltar. 

Yours sincerely & fraternally,

WBro. Keith Sheriff
Secretary, Lodge of St. John No. 115



Brief history of the Lodge of St. John

The Lodge of St. John was founded on the 5th September 1767 in Perth, Scotland, by members of the 2nd 
Battalion Royal Artillery and transferred to Gibraltar in 1772. The 2nd Battalion served with distinction during 
the famous Great Siege of Gibraltar (1779-1783) and were instrumental in defending the main entry points 
into Gibraltar, namely King’s Bastion and Grand Battery.

In 1825 when the 2nd Battalion was finally recalled back to UK, the remaining members of the lodge 
applied for a civilian warrant, which was duly granted. In 1828, it changed the workings of the lodge from 
English to Spanish and the Lodge of St. John remains to this day, the only Spanish speaking lodge under the 
auspices of the United Grand Lodge of England.

When under King Ferdinand VII, Freemasonry was severely repressed in Spain; the Lodge of St. John be-
came the repository of Spanish Masonic rituals and traditions. In 1837, following the death of the despotic 
king, the enigmatic symbol of the phoenix began to be associated with the lodge. The phoenix is depicted in 
our lodge banner with the motto “Fidelitas Moribus Unita,” (in faithfulness we die united). 

During the 19th Century, members of St. John were actively involved in constituting new lodges in Gibral-
tar, Cadiz and even as far away as Louisiana in the United States. 

In 1944, the privilege of working the degrees in Spanish was withdrawn for fear that the lodge could be 
infiltrated by persecuted Spanish Masons seeking refuge in Gibraltar and using the lodge as a counter-wei-
ght to Franco’s regime. These fears were unfounded but it was not until 1956 that the privilege of working 
in Spanish was finally restored.

When the newly constituted Grand Lodge of Spain sought recognition by the United Grand Lodge of 
England, key members of the Lodge of St. John played vital parts. Amongst them were VWBro. J. W. V 
Cumming, Irish Representative in Gibraltar and Worshipful Master of the Lodge of St. John when the first 
contacts were initiated and RWBro. Menasse James Massias, District Grand Master for Gibraltar and WBro. 
Mito Hassan, both of whom were much involved in compiling an extensive report which finally made the re-
cognition of the Grand Lodge of Spain possible. The first ever encounter of the two Grand Lodges took place 
in Gibraltar in 1987 on the occasion of the consecration of the Massias District Grand Steward’s Lodge No. 
9217 E.C. The meeting took place within the magnificent setting of St. Michael’s Cave.

The Lodge of St. John No. 115 maintains its age old traditions to this day and continues to sponsor and 
support the creation of new lodges within and without the District of Gibraltar. It was the sponsor for the 
creating of Prince Henry Henry the Navigator Lodge No. 9360 in Portugal (1990) and has assisted in the con-
secration ceremonies of two Spanish lodges; La Constitución No. 63 in Cadiz (1992) and Trafalgar No. 168 
(2010) both of whom maintain very close ties with our lodge. Similar contacts with the two lodges within 
the American base in Rota, John J Kestly / George Washington # 178, GLE and St. John’s Lodge #35 PH are 
also maintained.

As a result of its close cooperation with their Spanish counterparts three members of our lodge have 
achieved the highest award for services to the Grand Lodge of Spain. 
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Price list

Event Tickets
Masonic Piano recital by Bro. Aaron Monteverde     £25
(Includes coach to St. Michael’s Cave)
Ticket for welcome reception and piano recital at King’s Bastion  £30
Ticket for 250th Anniversary Celebration Meeting and Gala dinner  £45

250th Anniversary Souvenirs
The history of the Lodge of St. John No. 115    £10
Commemorative 1767 RA painted lead model with Masonic apron  £15
Miniature lodge standard      £5
Engraved port glass       £10
Engraved ceramic plate       £5
Commemorative lodge stamp and envelope    £2.50
St. John label pins       £2.50

Package deals
All three event tickets and souvenirs (single person)   £135
All three event tickets and souvenirs (with partner)   £200

Other products (not included in above deals)
Commemorative silver mint coin      £22.50
250th Anniversary Lodge tie      £15

Special Hotel Rates at the Caleta Hotel (Bed and Breakfast)
Single room use                       £85 per room per night      
Double room use                     £100 per room per night      
Triple room use                       £150 per room per night     
Quadruple room use               £200 per room per night 

Contact Information
Lodge of St. John No. 115
Secretary – WBro. Keith Sheriff
Email: sheriff@gibtelecom.net 

Telephone: 00 350 20043780
Mobile: 00 350 56789000

Caleta Hotel 
reservations@caletahotel.gi 
Tel: + 350 200 76501
(The lodge will reserve the rooms for guests)


